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season for holiday thievery. The Identity Theft
Resource Center (ITRC) in San Diego, Calif.,
estimates that 15 million people are victims of
identity theft every year. The not-for-profit group
reports that it gets more calls about lost and stolen
wallets and purses during the holiday season than at
any other time of the year. To make sure identity
theft does not spoil your holidays, the ITRC has
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| tips for safeguarding your personal data.

Never share your social security or credit card numbers
in a public environment. Instead of verbally sharing
requested sensitive information, write it down for the
clerk, then take the slip of paper home with you. Also
when talking on your cel/l
any personal information over the phone.

Keep store receipts in your wallet, not inside the bag
with your purchase.

Carry only what you need when shopping, and make
sure to keep purses, backpacks and bags zipped or
fastened shut to deter pickpockets.

Use debit cards judiciously or leave them at home —
they are a direct link to your bank account. By using
credit cards instead, you can review the billing
statement afterward and dispute any suspected
fraudulent activity.

When shopping online, print out the Web page
describing the item(s) you ordered, as well as any e-
mail messages and contact information for the online
seller.

Do not provide your social security number, birth date
or mother’' s mai-thalorwitham@ebi
site.

Make sure the latest anti-virus software is installed on
your computer before shopping online.
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HOME BUYING A SELELING

HOLIDAY HINTS FOR HOMEOWNERS

Make your holiday season safer while saving energy.

Here' s some holiday season saf
PECO, a Pennsylvania electric and natural gas distribution
company:
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Only decorate with lights that have a NOEL or U/L testing
agency label. Check wires, plugs and sockets for defects.
Remember: If in doubt - throw them out.

Do not overload outlets and extension cords. Never tie together
more than three extension cords.

oD 0 n 0 t electiicrrords under carpet, seat cushions or
anywhere they may be crushed or broken.

eKeep electric cords and extension cords out of the reach of
children.

oTurn off all decorative lights when going to bed or leaving the
house.

Outdoor Lighting:

eBe sure decorative lights used outside are approved for outdoor
use.

eOutdoor lights should be hung with insulated staples or hooks
rather than nails or tacks.

eWhen decoratingout door s, be aware of
work near overhead power lines or anywhere there is a possibility
of contacting an overhead power line, either directly or indirectly
with a ladder or other piece of equipment. Do not string lights on
outdoor trees that are growing into or near power lines — entire
trees may become energized if lights come in contact with a
power line.

Christmas Trees:

olf you buy a natural grown tree, be sure it is fresh. Cut the trunk
on a 45-degree angle, about one inch above the original cut, and
place it in a sturdy stand. A large tree should be anchored to
prevent it from toppling over and possibly catching fire.

eBe sure to place trees away from fireplaces, radiators, television
sets, and other sources of heat that may prematurely dry out the
tree and make it more susceptible to fire. Make sure the tree has
a sufficient amount of water at all times.

oIf you have an artificial tree, make sure it is made of a fire
resistant material. Lights should be hung on plastic trees only,
never place electric lights on a metallic tree.
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The following is an easy way to help

calculate energy costs this holiday season.

Count the number of bulbs on your indoor tree
and all of your other decorative indoor and
outdoor lights. For example, 1,000.

Check the wattage per bulb — one watt per bulb
is common. For example, 1 watt.

Multiply watts per bulb by number of bulbs. For
example, 1,000 x 1 = 1,000.

Convert to kilowatts (kw) — 1000 watts equals 1
kilowatt. For example, 1 kw.

Estimate the number of hours in a month the
lights are on. For example, 5 hours per day x 30
days = 150 hours.

Multiply the total kilowatts by the total number of
hours the lights will be on to get the total kilowatt-
hours (kwh). For example, 1 kw x 150 hours =
150 kwh.

Multiply the total kilowatt-hours by the total cost
of electricity. For typical PECO customers, the
total cost for generation, transmission and
distribution of their electricity is 14 cents per
kilowatt-hour. For example, 150 kwh x .14 = $21.

In our example, the total cost of holiday lighting would
be an additional $21.
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DID YOU KNOW

Familiar household product

WD-40 has more than 2,000 uses, including
cleaning stainless steel appliances, keeping
metal wire screens rust-free, removing grime

from tile-floor grout and more.

Do you know someone who is thinking about
buying or selling a home? Please mention my name. Realtor
This newsletter is for informational purposes only and

should not be substituted for legal or financial advice.
If you are currently working with another real estate
agent or broker, it is not a solicitation for business.
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fast fact s> > >> >> >>

In 2007, the typical home buyer
was 39 years old, earned $74,000
annually and purchased a home
that cost $215,000.

Source: The 2007 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
REALTORS® Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers
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An open fireplace damper can let as much
of your heat go up the chimney?

According to the National Association of H
Builders, warmth from a fire is confined onl
the room that has the fireplace and does n
radiate throughout the house.

In fact, a considerable amount of heated al
from other parts of the house can go waste
up the chimney when a fireplace is in use.
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