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Done right, a bathroom can be a quick escape from 
the rush and stress of everyday life. And turning this 
room into an urban oasis doesnôt have to cost an 
arm and a leg. If youôre starting from scratch or re-
modeling a bathroom, the design experts at HGTV 
suggest a flowing floor plan that blends from one 
area to the next. You may even want to consider the 
principles of Feng Shui, the Chinese art of place-
ment, which focuses on creating a positive flow of 
energy in the home.  
    While sections may be distinct, the bathroom 
should not feel divided. Ideally, the bathtub should 
be placed near a window so you can peer out into 
nature while soaking in the tub. The view looking in 
and out of the bathroom should be appealing, and 
the toilet area should be kept hidden from the door-
way.  
    Other suggestions include using neutral colors 
such as sand, taupe, brown, gray, sea green and 
black for a feeling of serenity. The materials you use 
in your bathroom should balance the five elements 
of fire, earth, water, metal and air. Blend copper fau-
cets and stone sinks with airy rice paper screens. 
Bamboo laminate countertops and teak wood add a 
touch of Zen and donôt require major remodeling. In 
fact, you can simply add a teak stool to the shower 
and teak floor mats outside the tub. 

FIRE Power 
Fireplaces have irresistible appeal. Just picturing a fire-
place conjures feelings of warmth and coziness. Even 
in warmer climates where people donôt rely on them for 
heat, fireplaces add charm, character and value ð 
about $12,000 per fireplace, according to the NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® ð to 
homes. They lend ambiance to just about any room, 
and with so many varie-
ties and options avail-
able, itôs easy to see why 
people want them.  
If you donôt have a 

fireplace in your home, 
itôs easier than you might 
think to add one ð with-
out undergoing a com-
plete remodel or major 
construction. Gas and 
electric models are more 
popular and affordable 
than ever and easy to 
install. And with so many 
options for every space 
and budget, the hardest part is choosing one that best 
suits your needs.  
If you do have a fireplace in your home, whether itôs 

the wood-burning, gas or electric variety, the most im-
portant factor is maintenance. Like cars, fireplaces 
need annual tune-ups. if you have a chimney-based 
fireplace ð traditional wood-burning or top-vent gas ð 
you should have a certified chimney sweep inspect and 
clean the chimney at least once a year or after approxi-
mately 80 fires. Itôs also a good idea to have a certified 
service technician come out once a year to inspect 
other types of gas fireplaces and to replace bulbs on 
electric units. 
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Do you know someone who is thinking about buying or sell-
ing a home?  Please mention my name.  
This newsletter is for informational purposes only and should not 
be substituted for legal or financial advice.  
If you are currently working with another real estate agent or bro-
ker, it is not a solicitation for business. 

* Lenore has Moved To:  

 

 

Lenore.Smith@REMAX.net   
Realtor 
713.824.9389 

 Preparing Your Home for Sale: 

Fix It!  
Before placing your house on 
the market, make as many 
repairs and improvements as 
you can. It will be worth it. 
ñNewò and ñjust replacedò are 
the magic words to attract 
home buyers, according to 
Homestore.com. 

 
    Steam clean or replace 
carpet, fix loose door knobs 
and railings, make sure win-
dows and doors open and 
close easily. Apply a fresh 
coat of paint where needed.  
    But you may find yourself deliberating over larger 
problems. Should you replace the crumbling driveway? 
Buy new kitchen appliances? Refinish the floors? Big 
repairs cost more time and money. You could simply 
disclose the problem and let the buyer deal with it.  
    On the other hand, the better condition your home is 
in, the wider the group it will appeal to. When making a 
decision of this kind, consider that repairing the prob-
lem could also result in a higher sale price. The best 
thing to do is start making these big repairs a year or 
two before you plan to move. Then you get to enjoy the 
results too! ƴ  

Decorating With Time to 
Spare  
Broken Furniture? Call a Doctor!  

Furniture Medic is a nationwide service that will locate 
a repairman in your area who is willing to make house 
calls. Services include repair, refinishing and restora-
tion of furniture and kitchen cabinets. 1-800-WE-
SERVE 

Arrange Furniture Before You Buy  
At furniture.com you can create a Room Planner on 
your computer, then choose from 50,000 items to put 
into your virtual room. First, set the dimensions of the 
Room Planner to meet those of the room youôre buy-
ing for. Then get a sense of what the items you buy 
will look like when theyôre delivered to your home. 

Design -a-Room  
If you want to impress your friends with the design of 
your room, have a decorator take a look. Simply make 
a videotape or take photos and then send them to Dial
-A-Decorator (212.799.5586). You will be contacted by 
a New York City designer who will recommend the 
best way to arrange your furnishings. ƴ 

*DID YOU KNOW 

Familiar household product  
WD-40 has more than 2,000 uses, including 
cleaning stainless steel appliances, keeping 
metal wire screens rust-free, removing grime 
from tile-floor grout and more. 
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